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decided to dismiss Narbonne, and take into office these almost
avowed Republicans, has never satisfactorily been explained.
Possibly the manoeuvre suggested by Mirabeau, in the October
of 1790, to form a ministry among the opponents of the king
in order to teach them sobriety by giving them responsibility,
may have been the motive ; but there was a great difference
between choosing for office men like Duport and Lameth, who
sincerely believed in monarchy, and calling into power these
friends of the Girondins From the moment they were ap-
pointed, the slight hope which existed, that the king might
have been able to rally warlike France round him, was gone,
and it was very soon shown that his new ministers had their
own party interests at heart, not his authority. Among the
new ministers there were only two, if Clavifere be excepted,
who ranked above mediocrity ; the one by his genuine ability,
the other by his perfect self-complacency, Dumouriez and
Eoland

Charles Fra^ois Duperier, generally known as Dumouriez,
who had, after a chequered life, full of adventures, now become
Minister for Foreign Affairs, came of a family of noblesse de la
robe, and was born at Cambrai on January 25, 1739.1 His
father was an officer in the Regiment Royal Piedmont, who,
after sending his son to the College Louis-le-Grand at Paris,
obtained his nomination to his own regiment, with which the
young man served in Hanover in 1757. He sewed with the
greatest distinction all through the Seven Years' War, and
especially at the battle of Klosterkampen, where he lost a
linger and was taken prisoner. At the end of the war he was
placed on the retired list with the Cross of Saint Louis and a
nominal pension, in spifco of his twenty-two wounds. He was
only twenty-four and had shown himself a brave officer, but
as he had no influence his career in the army was closed
He first wandered about Europe on secret missions for the
great minister Choiseul, and visited Italy, Spain, and Portugal,

1 Das Lelen dcs General DHnwwiez, by A von Boguslawsld, 2 vols,
Berlin, 1879 ; and Dumouriez5 own curious but not very trustworthy
Menwires in Berville and Barriere's Collection des Menioires.